
HERMIT’S MIRROR
Querent/Client: {Anonymous}
Type of Reading: Shadow Work

Dear {Anonymous},

I’m glad that you were in a position to be able to ask for this sort of reading. I appreciate the vulnerability 
you’re allowing me to see in order to help you understand what’s going on under the surface, and it will 
serve you well in the coming work. It’s important business, and I’m so honored to have been entrusted 
with the responsibility to help you through it.

The purpose of the shadow work that I do is to help you start to understand parts of you that have been 
hidden away, out of the light, either intentionally or subconsciously. By beginning to recognize those 
facets, you can start to understand them. And once you understand them, you can either defuse their 
power or use that power for your own personal development and growth.

There is a lot here that you and I can work through over time if you are interested in that. You’ll see that I 
ask some more questions in this reading that are less self-reflection guides and are more actual questions 
for you to answer so that I can help you in a focused way. Shadow work is a long process, and I think it 
benefits from ongoing conversations and work. But as you know, I’m not a licensed medical or mental 
health practitioner, so if this reading happens to spark something for you that requires the support of a 
professional in those fields, I will not be able to provide that for you, as much as I might wish I could, and 
I will strongly encourage you to seek additional support. I don’t expect that anything in this reading will 
have such an effect, but I can’t be sure of that, so I just want to be honest about that limitation.

Shadow work can often result in the desire to work on it but difficulty in expressing that desire, so if 
I don’t hear from you, I’ll plan to follow up with you in three weeks just to make sure you don’t need 
anything. At that time, I’ll offer to draw another card or two in response to any new developments related 
to this query at no additional cost. I won’t draw any additional cards for this reading before then. If you’re 
interested in why, I have a blog post about it: “When the Reading is Done.”

Now with all that scary stuff out of the way, we can look at these shadows within, which really aren’t so 
scary when you come to understand them. As always, please let me know what you think of this reading, 
where it strikes a chord for you and where, if anywhere, something seems off-base. Often those “misses” 
are things that come up out of the blue, so it’s easy to ignore them rather than use them as opportunities 
to think about future responses. And if you have any questions, please let me know. I’m interested in 
hearing your responses to my questions if you’re willing to share them, so let’s continue the conversation.

Thomas of the 
Hermit’s Mirror

Sincerely,
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YOUR READING

YOUR CARDS from the Linestrider Tarot

What shadow lies at the root of {Anon}’s feelings? 2 of Swords
What should {Anon} know about this shadow? The World
What is blocking {Anon} from understanding this shadow? The Tower (reversed)
What next steps can {Anon} take to begin to understand it? Queen of Wands (reversed)
How can {Anon} approach these next steps with the best chance for success? The Empress
What experiences will open up when this blockage begins to loosen? The High Priestess
How can {Anon} best prepare for those experiences ahead of time? 4 of Cups
Extra: What should I, as a reader, know about this situation? 8 of Cups
Bonus: What card would help remind {Anon} (in a positive way) of how far she has come 
toward incorporating this shadow, even when no longer thinking of this reading? 9 of Wands

To start with, I think it’s important to note here that there are some big cards in this reading, which 
shows that we’re drilling into something major about the way that you live your life. The good news is that 
this is probably exactly the sort of thing that you need right now to shake things up and get out of your 
current funk, but the bad news is that it will take a lot of work because these are deep-seated, possibly 
even karmic issues. But that’s what we wanted to see in this reading, right? Let it be confirmation, not a 
surprise. 

As a reminder, you agreed to these Terms & Conditions when you purchased this reading from the Hermit’s Mirror.

Page 2/7

https://www.hermitsmirror.com/terms/
https://www.hermitsmirror.com


Four of the seven cards are very strong women: three major arcana and a queen. The other three cards 
show one woman (a card I absolutely love) and then non-human or gender-agnostic characters. What that 
means to me is that even though you mentioned some romantic possibilities with a man, the real work to 
do here is internal and irrespective of your romantic or even external situations. Whether you start dating 
this man or not, this shadow will remain. The shadow won’t prevent you from staying with someone new, 
but the shadow also won’t go away just because you’re dating. That said, the nature of the reading does 
seem to suggest that you will likely need to clear out some things or some people in your life, so this early 
relationship may fall prey to that clearing out, even though it’s unlikely that he’s an important part of a 
deep-rooted shadow.

I’ll go into details for each card below, but in broad terms, what seems to be at the core of this issue—the 
Two of Swords—is a need you have developed to blind yourself to fully examining your surroundings, 
possibly even to limit your full potential in order to not upset the status quo you’ve achieved for yourself, 
largely because of a concern for other people. From some of what you’ve told me and what I see here, 
you’ve achieved something really special that probably looks good on paper or to outsiders. That aspect of 
outsiders comes up a few times in vague ways here, and I suspect that it’s the case that your desire to not 
overturn the apple cart comes from a sense of responsibility to others. That’s admirable, but shadow work 
is primarily about you, and this reading in particular asks you to turn inward with a realistic and assessing 
eye. Still, know that I can tell that you’ve done a lot of internal work already to get where you are today. 
That’s probably true of anyone asking for a Shadow Work reading, but it’s especially called out in the 
World, which shows the completion of the major arcana and a bit of self-completion/self-perfecting. The 
World is moving on to new things, much like the Eight of Cups, the card guiding my overall interpretation.

But the World in this deck is also caught up in the coral and underwater growth of her surroundings. It’s 
not going to be enough to keep the World from moving into a new threshold at some point, but it will 
become baggage that slows her down and holds her back from where she could be headed without it. 
Considering what you have, it makes rational sense to not want to jeopardize that. But it does affect you, 
so even if you have achieved X, Y, and Z, you still feel as if you’re missing something. Part of that may be 
because, as the other cards show me, you have a lot of power within you, so however well you’ve done for 
yourself, it isn’t as well as you could be doing. And that doesn’t just mean in terms of status and stability 
in all the areas of your life but in perhaps opening up new parts of yourself and new experiences, some 
of which won’t fit neatly into the current organization of your world. Now, if you’re able to integrate this 
shadow aspect of yourself—boy howdy!—you’re going to be able to do even more than you’ve already 
accomplished, and that “more” will probably cover a wider range than you’re imagining.

When people see the Tower, they often get nervous, but I see the Tower reversed for folks far more 
often, and it can be a bigger red flag for me. The Tower is never easy, but it shows the necessary 
disintegration of what isn’t right so that you can rebuild from a sturdy foundation and reach the heights 
that it’s in your highest interests to reach. When it’s reversed, it tells me that something is preventing my 
client from experiencing that necessary shift from one phase to another (the promise of the World), and 
most often it’s the client herself (or himself). That destruction and rebuilding can be especially frightening 
for someone that others might see as “on top of her game” for a few reasons. The main one is the fear 
of a great fall: the higher the tower, the further the fall. There’s a fear that all the hard work someone 
has put into getting to where they are is somehow going to be undone. But the Tower isn’t a sign of 
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complete destruction. A large portion of the Tower remains, and it’s not a given how far down the shoddy 
construction starts. (If anything, people’s fears about how much will be destroyed is often a sign that they 
recognize how much ought to be inspected.) 

In this deck, the whole tower actually remains stable; however, there are some unworthy people who are 
tossed out of it. This signals to me that the foundation may not be bad, but there are people within this 
structure that need to be shaken loose. Does your mind already go to someone? Is there someone you 
fear that I will say should go? I can’t do that work for you, but it’s possible that you’ve already started to 
identify some people who deserve some scrutiny. Of course, in the case of this reading, the structure 
is yourself, so the “people” shaken loose could be others or, just as easily, aspects of yourself. What I 
want you to see here is that these people or aspects are tied closely to your shadow. If you zoom in on 
the photo, you’ll see that the lightning of the Tower connects to one of the swords, symbols of air and 
lightning. That joining point is actually how the cards landed, not just a convenient symbolic connection 
I’m forcing. Thus paired with the Two of Swords, the Tower suggests to me that the same people or parts 
of yourself that prevent you from seeing the full picture—from analyzing things with the depth that they 
(and you) deserve—are the people or aspects who will be shaken loose by this Tower experience once you 
let it happen. I can see a lot of good that can come from this fuller examination once you let yourself 
open that can of worms. Is it something you look forward to or resist? Why?

At some level, I know you want to do this work since you chose the Shadow Work reading: “work” is in the 
title. I also drew the Eight of Cups for my own overall guidance, and that is a card of leaving something 
(or someone or some part of yourself) to which you’ve dedicated a lot of energy but which is holding you 
back from your true self. It signals the start of tough but often life-changing efforts to do what is in your 
own highest interests. 

As for what you can do to begin, it starts with coming to understand the real root of the issue. And 
for that we have the reversed Queen of Wands. That’s a bit surprising to me because I’m getting two 
different trajectories of meanings here. One ties into expectations I have about given what you’ve shared 
with me: you’re charming and capable and creative and in charge. Part of seeing this card in this position 
and reversed tells me that you might need to step back from that persona because it’s feeding into what’s 
blocking you and the ways that you avoid having to fully assess your surroundings. You have a double-
edged sword here by being in such a power position: it’s hard to give up, but it’s also holding you back 
because, as this card tells me, you’re worried about maintaining that persona. Despite actually having 
achieved a legitimate position of some power, I’m guessing that you are still facing down some imposter 
syndrome. Are you? If so, why do you think that is? It’s hard for an outsider to imagine, but I think it’s 
there, and it’s part of why you want to blind yourself to the full power of your own analyses. There’s 
a fear that by drawing attention to what you believe is a façade, it will all come crashing down. Is that 
possible? Sure. But it’s also unlikely since, of all the queens, the Queen of Wands is the most comfortable 
with ruling by charm, which works precisely through façade, even when it’s based on real expertise or 
legitimate claims. As with the Tower, it is far more likely that you will lose the people who aren’t worth 
holding onto anyway than it is that some true internal analysis will bring your external world crashing 
down.
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Of course, there’s another trajectory to the reversed Queen of Wands, and I’m more eager to talk about 
that with you after the reading because it’s a surprise to me: her suppressed magical side. I know that what 
I do is spiritual and that I talk about the magical sometimes, but you and I haven’t previously discussed 
those topics regarding you. So is there something relating to your spirituality or magical self that you’ve 
been unable to express or that you’ve actively suppressed? It could be that you’ve been unaware of this 
potential within you, but it’s coming up now through this reading. Of course if you know of your potential, 
this Queen here could also mean that you’re not utilizing her fully, but I would suspect that, as part of 
this reading, that limitation comes from a source of fear or pain. Does any of that ring true? If you’re 
comfortable sharing that with me, I’d love to hear about it and help you work through any questions 
you have or challenges you’ve faced. If you’re not interested in talking to me about it, please at least ask 
yourself if there’s some internal spiritual searching or internal magic that you can do for yourself.

The fifth card suggests the energy or method that you ought to consider when approaching your work, 
and we have the Empress. She represents femininity and grace, as well as creativity and intelligent 
playfulness, all wonderful things that tie in with the potential of the Queen of Wands when not reversed. 
But this particular deck’s Empress is also willing to expose herself. She reveals her breast to the reader and 
querent, showing some vulnerability, as well as pride. There’s also the complicated message of sensuality 
and maternal nurturing, quite fitting for this Queen of Queens. She is all things, and in that she is quite 
powerful. And this particular Empress in this card position suggests to me that you will do best to enter 
this work with confidence in your own power while also being willing to bare your heart and soul in the 
examination. Dig in there so that you may be nurtured by the work. Sure, it’s tough, but so are many 
things that you’ve done in your life. And if you have to get at it in a creative or unexpected way, then 
that’s fine. The Empress looks away from the querent and reader even while her body faces us; an askance 
approach is just fine for this creative and intelligent being. Embody her and you may give birth to a new 
and more complete version of yourself. She is unabashedly herself. You also have that, and you’re able to 
draw on that for others, so draw on that strength for yourself now. You can do great things through this.

The last two cards for this part of your reading are about what you might expect once you’ve started 
this work to understand your shadow and how you can prepare for that. And here we have two very 
internalized women: the High Priestess and the meditating woman of the Four of Cups. Certainly you’re 
going to be doing internal work for this process; that’s a given, and you should expect it. But the High 
Priestess offers a far richer version of that work. She holds secrets of herself as well as of the world 
around her. This version is so tied into her surroundings, she’s practically become a nature spirit. She is 
steeped in natural and recorded knowledge. She is open to the universe and what it could teach her, but 
she’s active in that search. 

A useful exercise for starting that internal activity is to ask yourself some “safe” questions that feel at 
a remove but which are actually still quite relevant to your current life. What is it that you’ve always 
wanted to learn more about, something that makes you think, I wish I had the time to learn more about 
that whenever you encounter it? If you could go back to school to study anything or if you could have 
practice any craft from childhood to now, what would you want to have mastered by now? These sorts 
of examinations may ultimately have nothing to do with where your shadow work ends, but it’s a handy 
exercise for looking inward and getting at some neglected truths without having to dive too deep at first. 
But don’t worry. You will get to dive deep. That’s what the High Priestess offers you as a virtual promise 
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if you choose to engage with understanding this shadow. And that depth of internal understanding will 
follow you out of the experience. With everything you’ve accomplished despite the blind spot of the Two 
of Swords, can you imagine your potential when you have the awareness of the High Priestess within you? 
What couldn’t you do?

To prepare for this, you will want to make sure that you’re emotionally ready and, frankly, more detached 
than you have been, as seen in the Four of Cups. Since the internal work I see you needing here is partly 
about overcoming your disproportionate focus on others, the Four serves as a loving reminder to not get 
overly invested in other people’s feelings. When you do, it becomes too easy to put off doing what you 
know you need to do because you focus on those others and then conveniently forget about yourself. 
Now, there is also a bit of the virgin goddess vibe surrounding the High Priestess, and the Four carries 
that forward with her advice. These two, the Tower, and the Eight all tie into what I said at the outset 
about possibly feeling a little detached from this new romantic interest before long. With the Empress, 
sexuality and sensuality are very real options within your successful approach if you really want those 
things. But the Four suggests that a bit of detachment from the emotional experience may help you 
prepare for this shadow work. The balance between vulnerability and distance is a tough one, but if 
anyone can do it, it’s the Empress, who is associated with the well-balanced sign of Libra.

In summary, you’re at a point of being able to continue to grow, but you’re being held back, most likely 
because you have a deep-rooted tendency to blind yourself to your surroundings and those who may 
not be helping you be your best. A focus on these others also provides a convenient excuse for not really 
investigating and analyzing yourself and your own needs with the full insight and attention that you 
provide to others. It’s quite likely that you fear doing this because you know that you will need to remove 
some people from your life, and that’s hard to do. To help you start, you would probably do well to drop 
the all-powerful Queen of Wands persona you manage where you seem to have everything going on while 
also being willing and able to provide for and inspire others. You need time for you. That leads to what 
you may need to explore, and that could be some suppressed spiritual or magical desires, as well as deep 
internal truths and personal secrets. To do so, you’ll want to be open and vulnerable to the experience 
so that you can nurture your own development, and you’ll also probably benefit from being a bit more 
emotionally detached from others so that you aren’t pulled out of your own important needs.

Now the last card for you is the Nine of Wands, and it’s for you to “read,” not me. Because of that, 
I’ve attached a larger version of the card below so that you can examine it fully. This nine of Wands is a 
“bonus” card in which you can look for sensory cues. I have a blog post explaining sensory cues exercises, 
but here’s the short version: you should look at the image and try to imagine the scene; as you do, you’ll 
hear, smell, see, taste, or feel things that can serve as reminders in the real world of how far you’ve come 
in your shadow work. The purpose is to embed in your unconscious sensations that are not super-common 
(e.g., the sound of glass breaking, the feel of a feather on your cheek, the smell of mesquite smoke) but 
that can be triggered by your intuition at times when you need a little reminder. (They don’t last forever, 
so you may want to do the exercise again in a month.) If you’re looking for more information, you can 
check out the blog post, or you can of course ask me any specific questions you have.

I hope that this has proved helpful and given you ideas for ways to approach your current situation and 
what might be the root cause of it. And as I said, I’m quite interested in hearing some of your answers to 
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these questions if you are interested in continuing the conversation and sharing that information with me. 
I think that there is a lot of potential work to be done here, and I’d love to help guide you through some of 
it. So please let me know how the reading resonated with you and if you have any questions.
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P.S. I see within the Eight of Cups the boot of Italy. I’m not sure where this fits in with the theme of 
this particular reading, which is why it’s in this postscript, but you may find a clue toward more guidance 
there. For example, if you have an Italian relative, then you might find something in examining your 
relationship to that relative. Or if you have deeper Italian ancestry, you might find a part of your family 
history that’s tied to your shadow or to the emergence of spiritual or magical potential. Perhaps you’ve 
thought about temporarily running away to spend a season under the Tuscan sun or something equally 
romantic and wonderful. If so, you may want to ask yourself what you would gain there that you couldn’t 
manage in your current situation. Or maybe you want to embody that High Priestess with her necklace, 
which is made of pomegranates but looks to me like a garlic wreath, and start following a previously 
under-explored love of Italian cooking. Whatever it is that the boot of Italy represents, there is some 
delicious food for thought, and if it turns out to be a red herring, it’s at least a convenient entrée into Two 
of Swords-style internal analysis.
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